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BOOK    the Lotos-eaters.1   At the magic sound the Kyanean rocks K.M **' _, parted asunder to make room for the speaking ship, and the Symplegades which had been dashed together in the fury of ages remained steadfast for evermore.2   But it is singular that when it becomes needful to stupify the dragon which guards the golden fleece, the work is done not by the harp of Orpheus, but by the sleep-god Hypnos himself, whom Orpheus summons to lull the Yritra to slumber.3 The Sei-        The same irresistible spell belongs to the music of the rens'         Seirens, who are represented as meeting their doom, in one legend, by means of Orpheus, in another, through Odysseus. Whether these beings represent the Seirai, or belts of calms, which are so treacherous and fatal to mariners, or whether the name itself is found again in the Syrinx or pipe of the god Pan, and in the Latin susurrus,4 the whisper of the breeze, is a point of no great importance, so long as we note the fact that none who listened to their song could be withheld from rushing under its influence to their own destruction.    In the story of the Odyssey, Odysseus breaks the spell by filling his sailors' ears with wax, while he has himself stoutly tied to the mast of his ship.    In the Orphic myth the divine harper counteracts their witchery by his own strain, and the Seirans throw themselves into the  sea and are changed into rocks according to the doom which granted them life only until some one should sing more sweetly and powerfully than they.
The Piper This mysterious spell is the burden of a vast number of ofHameln, g^orj[eg^ many of which have been gathered together by Mr. Baring Gould in his chapter on the Piper of Hameln, who, wroth at being cheated of his promised recompense for piping away into the Weser the rats which had plagued the city,5 returns to take an unlooked-for vengeance. No sooner
1  Argonaut. 480.                                  sun-god in the temples where he was wor-
2  Ib 740                                             shipped under this name.  But the story 8 Ib 1008.                                              accounted for this l>y saying that the
4  The name is more probably con-    mouse was endowed with the gift of nected with the Latin Silanus,see p. 318.    prophecy, and was therefore put by the
5  This tale at once carries us to the    side of the deity who was possessed of Sminthian worship of Apollon. Sminthos,    the profound wi&dom of Zeus himself, it is said, was a Cretan word for a    This in the opinion of Welcker is a mere mouse, and certain it is that a mouse was    inversion, which assigned to the mouse placed at the foot of the statues of the    an attribute which had belonged ex-